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Canon Cauchie has left behind him as a legacy to the advanc- 
ing interests of Catholic historical scholarship trained students 
in every part of the world. The Church in the United States 
can well rejoice that in the work being done by Dr. Lamott, at 
the Seminary of Cincinnati, by Dr. Zwierlein, at Rochester, and 
by Father Busch, at St. Paul, the Louvain ideal is being given 
constant life and vigor. 

P. G. 



The Labor Problem and the Social Catholic Movement in France. 

By Parker Thomas Moon. New York : The MacMillan Co., 
1921. Pp. xii+473. 

This book may well be commended for its clear analysis of 
the forces which tend to a definite solution of the labor prob- 
lems. We may disagree with some of its conclusions, but the 
case of Social Catholicism with its philosophy based on the ap- 
plication of ethical principles to labor problems is presented by 
Professor Moon with a wealth of argumentative and clear ex- 
position. His picture of the beginning and development of the 
Social Catholic Movement is well done. The industrial revolu- 
tion was as poison in the blood of France. The working classes 
were but things to be broken on the wheel of labour in the name 
of economic liberty. Conservatism entrenched in the traditions 
of years seemed an insuperable obstacle to amelioration of con- 
ditions. But champions such as De Lamennais, Lacordaire, and 
Montalambert ploughed and cultivated the ground for reform, 
despite governmental and clerical opposition. L'Avenir evoked 
no approval from Rome, but Lacordoire and Montalambert re- 
maining loyal Catholics preserved their belief that political lib- 
erty could and should be christianized, and championed their 
belief with a moderation that conciliated those conservatives. 
And so optimistic was Lacordaire at the approaching dawn of 
a new day that yielding to the solicitations of his friends he 
launched the journal The New Era to vindicate the Church's 
right to be the protector of the common people in both economic 
and political life. Frederic Ozanam with his Society of St. 



90 BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

Vincent de Paul was heart and soul with him and in fact de- 
voted all the energy of his powers to prove that Christianity 
could be the all important factor in bringing about the reign 
of justice and charity on earth. The New Era fashioned Social 
Catholicism when it advocated the need of reforms in the inter- 
ests of the laborer and the acceptance of political democracy as 
the instrument of such reforms. But the new day was not so 
near as Lacordaire and his associates had dreamed. From 
1848 to 1870 Professor Moon sketches the play and interplay of 
cleric and politician, the grandiose scheming of Louis Napoleon 
with his bid for and the gaining of Catholic support, with many 
measures that obscured the issue between democracy and mon- 
archy. Ozanam dead and Lacordaire engaged exclusively in 
ecclesiastical affairs, the democratic movement languished. 
Still Viscount Armand de Melun advocated in 1849 social legis- 
lation in his pamphlet on "The Intervention of Society to Pre- 
vent and Alleviate Poverty." 

Professor Moon reviews the causes of the timidity of 
economists towards positive progress of legislation for relief 
of the working class and indicates the salient characteristics of 
the Commune and the resultant reactions. Count Albert de 
Mun takes up the original program and concretes it in the 
Catholic workingmen's clubs which despite reactionary and 
anti-clerical influences took hold of the imagination of France. 

In 1891 entered another factor in the persons of the owners 
of the Harmel Cotton Mills, who lifted up their employees by 
wise economic regulations to a high plane of material and 
spiritual happiness. The advocation of the Catholic program 
was encouraged by Von Ketteler of Germany, Mgr. Mermillod 
of Switzerland, and Cardinal Gibbons who, to the delight of 
Cardinal Manning, induced Leo XIII to revoke his condemnation 
of the Knights of Labour. In 1891 Leo XIIFs encyclical letter 
Rerum Novarum, which condemned socialism and stated de- 
finite principles for a program of social reform and gave vigor 
to the Catholic Social Movement. 

Accurate and scholarly is Prof. Moon's analysis of the 
"Popular Liberal Party," the most influential political organ of 
the Social Catholic Movement in France. This book is a notable 
contribution to social reform literature. It has a wealth of 
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fact and suggestion, and has happily no affectations of pseudo- 
science. It is a very workmanlike production, and should be 
in the hands of every educated man who knows that he is in 
contact with an age of transition. It is a veritable mine for the 
exploitation of preachers and essayists. 

W. F. 



The Great Schoolmen of the Middle Ages. By W. J. Townsend. 
Anastatic Reprint. New York : G. E. Stechert & Co. 1921. 
Pp. 350. 

In spite of its many and glaring defects, one is glad to see 
an anastatic reprint of this well known and much quoted book. 
It has ever been a popular work with many, and in the main 
has rendered real service to the memory of the Scholastics. 
Intended by the author "to aid in the reversal of the general 
verdict of condemnation passed on the Schoolmen, and to offer 
some evidence that as men they were devout, liberal, and earn- 
est; that as writers and thinkers they were learned, subtle, 
penetrating and logical; and that as contributors to the philo- 
sophical and theological thought of Christendom they aided 
enormously the cause of human progress," it was actuated by a 
much more liberal spirit than was common to Protestant 
treatises of the time, especially those of a philosophical and his- 
torical character. 

The tone of Townsend's work is one of sympathy with his 
various subjects which embrace the chief Scholastics from 
Alcuin down to William of Oekam and Gerson; but, with the 
writer, the Catholic Church is always under suspicion, to say 
the least, in regard to her motives, whatever be the progress she 
permits or the contribution to culture or education she fosters, 
and she is always responsible for the spiritual and intellectual 
despotism under which the Schoolmen labored. The forty years 
which have elapsed since he wrote has seen a larger reversal in 
favor of the Schoolmen than he expected, and a withdrawal of 
many of the honors from the Reformers which he generously 
gave them, but Townsend helped undoubtedly to bring the re- 
versal about and his book is withal good reading in most of its 
parts. 

Patrick J. McCormick. 



